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community. The Parsis had always taken a more liberal
and enlightened view of this important subject, and shaken
themselves free of any prejudice which may have ever existed
among them. Mr. Manockji Cursetji, a Parsi gentleman who
had travelled in Europe and seen much of society there, was a
leader in this good cause; and the ladies of his family by
culture and learning set an excellent example. Some Hindus
followed this example cautiously and tentatively, and so the
movement spread. Lady Frere herself afforded hearty en-
couragement, and by much graceful ministration won her way
to the hearts of many Native families as a power for good.
Miss Frere evinced sympathy with her Asiatic sisters by collect-
ing the popular legends current in southern India and presenting
them to the public in an English garb under the title off Old
Deccan Days/

Shortly before Frere's arrival, the several local legislatures
had been constituted, and Bombay thus had a Legislative
Council of its own, the members being limited in number, and
consisting of Europeans and Natives, official and non-official.
He presided regularly at the sittings, took part largely in the
deliberations, and strove to inspire it with high ideas of its uses
and functions. He also caused a handsome building to be
erected for its accommodation. He was careful in selecting as
its members Native gentlemen of social and territorial rank, of
liberal views, or of signal acquirements, who should be good
representatives of the best elements in the community. The
personal history of the men, whose unpaid services he thus
secured, would illustrate the moral forces which were then per-
vading Native society.

The term of years, for which the land revenue had been
assessed, was expiring, and a revised assessment was being
made. To this matter Frere devoted much attention, and
deeming that the rules and regulations upon so important a
matter should rest on something more than executive authority,
he caused them all to be embodied in one comprehensive law,
which was passed by his Legislative Council and is now the
charter of the land' settlement. The work of the assessment